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LETTER FROM SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Distinguished participants and my future family members, 

I, as the Presidents of Acıbadem University Model United Nations Club and Acıbadem 

University Model United Nations Conference 2020, would like to welcome you all to the very 

first session of ACUMUN which will be held on 17-20 January 2020. It is more than an honor for 

me to be able to lead such a precious and professional team under the umbrella of newly-

established ACUMUNC as, with its unprecedented campus and well-qualified members, it will 

be one of the most important entities in MUN community. 

In this conference, we prepared highly special committees with very specific procedures which 

are gathered from not only United Nations bodies but also other governmental bodies. Before 

stating several details upon our committees, I would like to proudly mention Midnight Crisis 

system which was simulated by me and my crisis team for the first time in Turkey and spread 

throughout other conferences. Since our first application of this unique procedure in HPALMUN, 

we have been supervising the ways to implement it in a better way and hopefully, you will have 

the chance to experience it. Starting from our committees, we have SOCHUM from our previous 

conference as being the most demanded committee within our application process. Our 

committees are all in Harvard Rules of Procedure so you can really experience a high-level 

academic quality even if it is commonly suggested to beginners and intermediate delegates. What 

is more, we have expert committee on child rights which is a common and remarkable subject 

lately, considering latest news upon numerous violations. Apart from them, we have security-

based committees with cabinets, councils, secret FBI missions, futuristic councils and of course, 

world wars. Although it is really hard to define every single of them as having complicated Rules 

of Procedures, you should believe me on that it will not even resemble to any of your previous 

experiences. Operations will be more detailed, this simulation would not be separated from its 

real version, so please check the real functions of your committees before coming to our 

conference. One more difference from your other experiences, -if you have experienced my crisis 



committees before when I was an USG, you would definitely know this- you will be experiencing 

really intense crisis committee with significant number of updates and outcomes of your actions. 

You will be in need of tackling every single issue detailedly and also simultaneously with other 

issues. It might seem like it will be hard, yes but, you will be enjoying the themes very much that 

you would not like to leave this conference on 20th January. 

Apart from the context of the committees, whole committees will be directed in accordance to 

Harvard Rules of Procedure which is more delegate-centered version that allows the members of 

the committees to firstly discuss the content of possible resolutions and than write it jointly. Other 

crisis committees would have several additional procedures that are specific to committee 

structure. Summing up, we are preparing a conference with the best academic and organizational 

quality. We will have numerous surprises for you within the conference process. 

Do not forget, we are Acıbadem, it is your place, it is where we unite the worlds. 

I am really excited to see you all in the Conference. 

Yours sincerely, 

Korhan KARADENIZ 

President of ACUMUNC and ACUMUN 20’ 



LETTER FROM UNDER SECRETARIES-GENERAL 

Distinguished participants, 

It is my utmost honour to welcome you all to the Imperial War Cabinet Committee. My name is 

Batuhan Akyazı, and I will be serving as the Under-Secretary-General responsible for the 

committee, along with my colleague Birgül Bican Kutlu. 

I am a senior student at Yeditepe University and I am studying Translation and Interpretation. 

After all the conferences I participated, I can gladly say that with my exclusive experience and 

wild crisis management style, combined with undoubtedly the most elegant woman of the MUN 

society, Under-Secretary-General of Imperial War Cabinet Committee Birgül Bican Kutlu, will 

once again create a unique experience for you. 

The committee will simulate the wartime coordinating body of the British Empire. The 

representatives will work on matters regarding wartime affairs of the British Empire and try to 

survive the WWI as victorious. 

I advise all of the participants to read and master the study guide well before the conference. To 

improve the effectiveness of your research about the topic, the study guide was prepared in a way 

that will help you refer as you shape your own reactions throughout the committee, instead of 

directly memorizing it. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the conference. May ACUMUN’20 unite the worlds once 

more! 

Sincerely, 

Under-Secretary-General Responsible for 

Imperial War Cabinet Committee 



INTRODUCTION 

Dear Representatives, 

Welcome to the British Empire, the Empire on which sun never sets. 

Founded in 1917, Imperial War Cabinet is the uppermost body to manage the wartime affairs of 

the British Empire, warmly welcoming all governments under one cabinet and allowing all to 

represent themselves as equal.  No representative is above one another and every effort given for 

the Empire is rewarded. 

In our cabinet, we will be ensuring that the British Empire remains her superiority over the world 

and leaves the devastating war as victorious. Our primary mean of achieving such a success is 

utilizing Imperial resources as effectively as possible while chasing the right time to take the 

required action. 

This very study guide is merely a descriptive document that is intended to be a wide reference 

for your own actions. Please study the document thoroughly and focus on the “question how”. 

Secretarial Prescriptions are reserved for committee progression.  

Please remember the core mechanism of our committee: 

The war goes on, whether you act or not. 

We wish you the best luck. 



CONCEPT OF IMPERIAL FEDERATION 

The Imperial Federation is a movement and project 

that existed between the 19th and 20th centuries. It 

was supported by the Unionist front within the British 

Empire and various efforts were carried out regarding 

the project. 

As we all know, our cherished homeland, the British 

Empire, has many colonies. Some of them have self-

governing dominion status (Canada, Newfoundland, 

Australia, New Zealand, South Africa) while the others are directly governed by the Empire. 

(India, Hong Kong, West Indies, Fiji) 

During the times that the Imperial Federation was first proposed, there were concerns about the 

future of the Empire. The main concern was that it would be difficult to protect the interests of 

the Empire if all of the colonies had a self-governing status. Self-governing scheme for all 

colonies was not a sustainable scenario. 

With the motivation to improve colonial administration and to better integrate the colonies into 

the Imperial rule, the idea of an Imperial Federation came alive. The general idea was to establish 

a large federal state structure that would encompass all colonies and would govern them through 

a joint political structure. The federation would have its own parliament and it would be 

considered a superstate. The colonies would express themselves better, and Britain would be 

primarily responsible for protecting and guiding them. Large colonies and small colonies would 

work together to cooperate for a stronger future. 



IMPERIAL FEDERATION LEAGUE 

Founded towards end of the 19th century (1884), Imperial Federation League was an 

organization that emerged with the aim of restructuring the British Empire into an Imperial 

Federation. The organization acted to establish unity and solidarity within the territories ruled by 

the British Empire. 

Imperial Federation League has conducted its activities mostly through conferences and 

meetings. Delegates from different parties collaborate on issues envisaged by the conference. 

These studies turn into decisions taken for the future of the union. Thus, progress can be made in 

the unity without conflict. 

Throughout its existence, Imperial Federation League organised two conferences. Let's take a 

look at the conferences organized by Imperial Federation League to better understand how it 

works. 

FIRST COLONIAL CONFERENCE 

The First Colonial Conference was held in London in 

1887. The aim of this conference, organized under the 

auspices of the Imperial Federation League, was to 

strengthen the ties between the UK and her Colonies. 

The conference was held with more than 100 participants 

from self-governing and dependent colonies, and the 

decisions were successfully implemented. 

The conference was hosted by Queen Victoria. India was not represented at the conference, where 

the colonies of United Kingdom, Canada, Newfoundland Colony, Colony of South Wales, Colony 

of Tasmania, Cape Colony, South Australia, Colony of New Zealand, Victoria, Queensland, 

Western Australia and Natal were represented. 

To further understand the conference, we must study it with an outcome-oriented approach. 



• Colonies of Australia and New Zealand agreed to pay a high annual fee to support Royal 

Navy's activities in the Pacific. 

• The British Government has pledged that it will not reduce the Pacific Station without 

consulting the colonies. 

• It was decided to lay a telegraph line between Vancouver and Australia. 

• Queen Victoria’s title was extended to “Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain, 

Ireland, and the Colonies, and all Dependencies thereof, and Empress of India”. Nobody 

knows what motivated her to add such a clause to the Resolution but indeed, we are not 

entitled to question decisions taken by our almighty Queen. 

Resolution passed by the conference was not binding. However, the decisions taken were still 

important as they provided formal consultation regarding the Imperial policy and legislation. 

IMPERIAL WAR CABINET (IWC) 

The Cabinet met under three sessions. One in 1917, 

The next in 1918, and the last in 1918 between 

1919. (Our committee will not follow the same 

procedure.) 

The cabinet is made up of members from Canada, 

Australia, British Raj (India), New Zealand, the 

Dominion of Newfoundland and the United 

Kingdom. A comprehensive debate on how to cope with the First World War was held. Dynamics 

of the cabinet led to the Dominions of the United Kingdom being deemed more equivalent with 

Great Britain. 

Having its roots from previous Imperial initiatives for a better administration, Imperial War 

Cabinet was the wartime successor of the conferences within the same concept. 

Considering the fact that the British Empire had enormous amount of land under her control, it is 

not hard to concur that defending such a wealth from the aggressors had never been an easy task. 



Unlike the Ottoman Empire or the Austro-Hungarian Empire, British Empire had dominions all 

around the world and the world was bigger back then, thanks to the lack of technology.   

While a debate about how to defend the dominions without spending a fortune was going on 

within the Empire, the WWI broke out. British Empire was taken by the surprise and she hadn’t 

done a proper, full-body preparation for the war. To keep up with the German army, British forces 

worked insanely high after the war broke out. 

PARTICIPANTS 

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND  

Being a locomotive part of the Allied Powers during the First World War of 

1914–1918, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland battled 

against the Central Powers (the German Empire, the Austro-Hungarian 

Empire, the Ottoman Empire and the Kingdom of Bulgaria).  

There was a considerable political agitation in the United Kingdom on the eve of the war, 

particularly in Ireland. Soon after the war broke out, large part of the population mobilized 

behind the military. Significant casualties were given in the name of destroying the opponents of 

the Empire and those who were unable to attend the war were involved in philanthropic and 

humanitarian causes. The government passed laws such as the Protection of the Realm Act 1914 

to grant itself new powers, anticipating food shortages and lack of labour. The fighting even 

experienced the London city's first aerial bombardment wounds. 

The War led to the evolvement of the British Army — the war saw the creation of the Royal Air 

Force, for example— and increase in size due to the introduction of conscription for the first time 

in the history of the world, as well as the growth of more than 2,000,000 soldiers in the formation 

of what was then the greatest all-volunteer army in Europe, known as the Kitchener Army. 

CANADA 

Canada's participation in the First World War began when the 



United Kingdom declared war on Germany. The British declaration of war immediately took 

Canada into the war due to the legal status of Canada as a British colony which placed foreign 

policy decisions in the British parliament's possession. Nevertheless, the Canadian government 

was free to determine the country's degree of involvement in the war.  

Most of the British-born Canadians supported the argument that Canadians were obliged to fight 

for their motherland. On August 4, 1914, a war against Germany was declared by the Governor 

General. The militia was not mobilized, but instead an independent Canadian Expeditionary 

Force was set up. 

The sacrifices and contributions made by Canada to the Great War have shaped its future and 

helped it to become more autonomous. Canadian troops served as a separate unit for the first time 

in Canadian military history, first under a British officer then eventually under a commander born 

in Canada. The examples of Canadian strategic success during the Great War occurred during the 

battles of the Somme, Vimy and Passchendaele, and what later became known as the Hundred 

Days of Canada. 

Canada's total casualties were 67,000 dead and 173,000 injured at the end of the war, out of 

620,000 mobilized soldiers. 

SOUTH AFRICA 

The Union of South Africa was closely linked to the British Empire 

and was immediately allied with the United Kingdom and her allies 

against the German Empire. Both Prime Minister Louis Botha and 

Defence Minister Jan Smuts, former army officers of the Second 

Boer War who fought against the British, became one of the trusted leaders of the Imperial War 

Cabinet. 

South Africa has been a major part of military operations against Germany. Although there was a 

Boer opposition at home, Louis Botha's government unhesitatingly supported the side of the 

Allies and battled side by side alongside their armies. The South African government decided to 



let protective British Army forces relocate in order to be free to enter the World War and intended 

to occupy German South-West Africa. (Namibia, as we call today) 

Some of the South African military members refused to fight the Germans and a revolt erupted, 

along with other policy critics. On October 14, 1914, the government declared martial law and 

powers loyal to the government under General Louis Botha and Jan Smuts led to the destruction 

of the Maritz Rebellion. The leading Boer insurgents got off lightly with six-to seven-year jail 

terms and heavy fines. 

The Defence Force of the South African Republic saw combat in a number of areas: 

1. It sent the troops to South-West Africa, under German rule. The South Africans defeated 

German troops and took control of the former colony of Germany.  

2. A military expedition was sent to German East Africa under General Jan Smuts. The 

objective was to fight against German forces in that colony and attempt to capture the 

enigmatic German General von Lettow-Vorbeck. Finally, Lettow-Vorbeck battled his tiny 

army in Mozambique from German East Africa and then Northern Rhodesia, where he 

signed a cease-fire three days after the end of the fighting. 

3. First soldiers of the South African troops were sent to France to serve on the Western 

Front. The costliest campaign the South African armies engaged in on the Western Front 

was the Delville Wood Campaign of 1916. 

4. Being a part of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force in Palestine, South Africans also saw 

combat with the Cape Corps. 

AUSTRALIA 

Australia's participation in the First World War began with the 

eruption of the war between Britain and Germany on 4 August 

1914. It was election time in Australia there was a race between 

Prime Minister Joseph Cook and opposition leader Andrew 



Fisher. They both realized that Imperial affairs were far more important than the election and 

promised their full support to Great Britain and her King. 

Australian contribution to the WWI was huge. Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary Force 

(ANMEF), which landed on Rabaul on 11 September 1914, was the first major Australian 

campaign in the battle. ANMEF occupied Toma (part of German New Guinea) in September and 

the adjacent Islands in October 1914. Royal Australian Navy ship, HMAS Sydney, sank the 

German battle cruiser SMS Emden on November 1914 and made another significant contribution 

to the Allied naval superiority. 

On April 1915, Australian Imperial Force (AIF) arrived in Turkey on Gallipoli alongside the 

forces of New Zealand, Britain and France. Gallipoli was a great defeat for the alliance and 

inspired a series of unfortunate  events leading to ultimate Turkish resurrection in Asia Minor, 1

making it harder for our beloved alliance to gain a foothold in the region. Australian forces were 

relocated to European and Middle Eastern fronts the year after. 

The First World War is the most expensive war in Australian history in terms of deaths and 

injuries. 416,809 men have been enlisted for the war from a population of less than five million. 

More than 60,000 have been killed and 156,000 have been injured, gassed or taken prisoner. 

NEW ZEALAND 

heir of the Austro-Hungarian Empire was assassinated in the 

Bosnian town of Sarajevo on 28 June 1914 and ignited the long-

sought war between the major powers of the world. This 

incident would take more than 18,000 New Zealanders' lives and 

leave 41,000 wounded. Thousands of miles away from home, Zealanders would fight in exotic-

sounding places like Gallipoli, Passchendaele and the Somme and perish themselves in the First 

World War. 

 Unfortunate for our alliance, indeed.1



Around 100,000 New Zealanders, many for the first time, became involved in the war. Others 

imagined a great adventure, but the truth was very different. Such New Zealanders were so far 

away from home that they forgot who they were and where they came from. They could compare 

with people from other nations in battle. A desire for a separate identity arose and some troops in 

New Zealand began to call themselves the "Kiwis." 

The Was destructive for New Zealanders and had a great impact to her culture. WWI is 

considered to be one of the biggest unfortunate events in New Zealand History and War 

memorials are still visited by Zealanders. From this aspect, we may say that the War has an 

emotional importance for New Zealand, as well. 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

Newfoundland entered the war when her protector British 

Empire entered the war in 1914. Newfoundland's one and only 

regiment, The First Newfoundland Regiment served in the First 

World War as a support troop. Most of the division was 

destroyed by the German Army on July 1916, triggering a 90% death rate. The regiment got the 

prefix "Royal" after the incident, becoming "Royal Newfoundland Regiment". People of 

Newfoundland were still very proud of their military achievements in the war. In the post-War 

era, the war debt and social expenditures of Newfoundland, combined with the cost of 

maintaining a country-wide railway, contributed to an ultimately unsustainable government debt. 

WWI ignited the events that led to the cessation of the country to exist. 

Newfoundland is a fairly small dominion, to be honest. The dominion does not have plenty of 

war tales and heroic stories. Yet, they dedicated themselves to the point that they lost 90% of their 

army in the war and their delegate to the Imperial War Cabinet contributed much to the alliance 

and its strategic plans.  

BRITISH RAJ (INDIA) 

Being a part of British Empire, British Raj entered the war when 



the Empire declared war upon Germany and her allies. Indian Army was a great reserve during 

the war and troops from the reserve were regularly called upon arms to aid overseas battles. 

The Indian Army was deployed to the battlefields in Germany, Balkans, and the Middle East 

during the First World War under significant number of divisions and separate brigades. About 

one million Indian soldiers went overseas, 62,000 were killed and 67,000 were injured. 

At the outbreak of the First World War, the Indian army operated in East Africa and the North 

against the German Empire. Khudadad Khan was the first Indian to be honoured with the Victoria 

Cross in the First Battle of Ypres. Indian units were sent to Syria, Gallipoli and almost 700,000 

soldiers combatted the Ottoman Empire in Mesopotamia. Rest of the troops stayed in 

India, protecting the North West Frontier and providing internal security while preparing for their 

turn to be sent overseas. 

Indian Army produced 7 Expeditionary Forces (Indian Expeditionary Force A - G) in the war. 

British Empire benefited from the populous manpower reserve of the Indian Army from the very 

beginning of the war. Imperial War Cabinet is expected to effectively benefit from Indian forces 

throughout the committee progression. 

Keep in mind that Indian forces contain a lot of Muslim soldiers and be prepared for possible 

problems that may arise from fighting against the Khalifa. 

WORLD WAR I 

The first World War was a global war erupted in Europe that 

lasted from July 1914 to November 1918. Described as "the 

war to end all wars" it resulted in mobilization of over 70 

million military staff (60 million Europeans). It was one of the 

biggest wars of entire history. 

This part of the study guide is supposed to train you on how the 

WWI began, what are the dynamics of the war and how did the 

IWC gather. Delegates should not memorize the events. 



Instead, we expect the delegates to learn how the war progresses and take the events as 

reference to their own actions. 

BELLIGERENTS 

1914: THE WAR BEGINS (FIRST 6 MONTHS) 

It was obvious that a war was on the door when Europe's major forces split themselves into two 

competing parties. 

• The Triple Entente: France, Great Britain and Russia are united in the fear and suspicion 

of Germany, Europe's newest strength.  

• The Triple Alliance: Germany, feared of being encircled by her rivals; Austro-Hungary, 

sticking to a weak empire; and Italy, making gains at the expense of France.  

The fire arrives in the area of Sarajevo on June 28. A 19-year-old Slav nationalist named Gavrilo 

Princip assassinates Archduke Franz Ferdinand, claimant to the Austro-Hungarian throne. Austro-



Hungary accused its adversary Serbia in the Balkans of supporting the gunman, issuing an 

ultimatum demanding humiliating compromises. 

Serbia doesn’t welcome the ultimatum and rejects the demands. Austro-Hungary declares war 

upon Serbia and after a few hours, Austrian shells rain in Belgrade. 

Nicholas II, the Russian Tsar, feels proud to protect Serbia, a fellow Slav republic, and orders the 

mobilization of the Russian army. German Emperor Wilhelm II offered Austro-Hungary his 

assistance. He and his generals see conflict with Russia as inevitable–and the better the sooner, as 

the strength of Russia grows year after year. Russian mobilization, followed by a declaration of 

war on Russia, is used to justify German mobilization. 

Germany formulated the Schlieffen Plan to face the threat of war on two sides–first, its forces 

would move quickly across independent Belgium to encircle and defeat French troops in the area 

of Paris, ensuring a quick win. Then its troops would be able to move east and negotiate with 

Russia, whose huge army would be mobilizing for longer. Thus, Germany declares war on 

Russia. 

Six million people across Europe were marching for fight. Yet, Italy remains neutral. The Triple 

Alliance provisions are not obligatory on it to enter an offensive war. The United States declares 

its independence as well. President Wilson and the American people do not want to get caught up 

in the war in Europe. Britain is the ally of France, but she is not certain at first whether she will 

join the war against Germany. But when German troops occupy Belgium, where Britain has 

promised independence, an ultimatum is sent from London to Berlin requesting withdrawal. 

German Army doesn’t care about the ultimatum and Britain enters the war. 

A British Expeditionary Force arrived in France while Belgian resistance in the fortified city of 

Liège is preventing the German attack for vital days. Belgian citizens were massacred by German 

soldiers. Allies inflate the numbers and manage to turn public opinion against Germany in neutral 

countries. Unconscious of German encircling attack, France marches into German territory. They 

were driven back in the Battle of the Frontiers and major losses were given on both sides. The 



British Expeditionary Force is welcomed by the German army at Mons. But the British were far 

outnumbered and withdrew early with the French. 

The Allies land on the Marne River, 40 miles away from France. A counterattack begins. Nobody 

knows how the counterattack will end but for their luck, they save the city and drive back 

Germany. A quarter of a million casualties are given on both lines. 'The Race to the Sea' becomes 

the new challenge as both sides try to travel northward. A chain of battles progresses to the First 

Battle of Ypres, where the Allies hold the battlefield desperately to prevent a German victory. For 

all parties, there are serious casualties. Both of the armies dig the whole 350-mile front and take 

cover from machine-guns and artillery shells. Trench warfare becomes the new concept 

throughout the war. 

British warships won Heligoland Bight's first naval battle and three German cruisers sink. Britain 

has 29 powerful battleships against Germany's 19 and is the strongest fleet in the world. They 

enforce a naval blockade on Germany, prohibiting the entry of crucial items, including milk. The 

goal is to push Germany's economy and kneel it down to withdraw. But one week later, the HMS 

Pathfinder British cruiser becomes the first victim of a deadly new gun–the torpedo launched by 

a submarine. 

German U-boats have 9000 miles of range and are able to assault undetected below the seas. 

They render British naval supremacy a new obstacle. 

Russia's troops surround East Prussia on the Eastern Front. Nevertheless, the Tannenberg War 

was a tragedy in which General von Hindenburg and his Staff Chief Erich Ludendorff had 

achieved the brilliant triumph for the German army, taking 90.000 prisoners and crushing down 

an entire Russian army. The Russians helped their own by defeat by sending unencrypted 

wireless signals. 

The Russians were driven into withdrawal by a second major German win at Masurian Lakes. In 

only six weeks, almost a third of a million people were dead in the Russian army. In the Battle of 

Cer, the Austro-Hungary's conquest of Serbia was becoming a comedy show. The assault by 

Austro-Hungary on Russia would also result in a tragedy and retreat, with more than 300,000 



losses. Przemyśl Fortress City is cut apart and the Russians besieged it. German Army had 

to come to the rescue and began an offensive attack on Warsaw. Weeks of brutal winter war 

went on in the Polish city of Lodz, but there was no clear winner. 

In the meantime, the Turkish Ottoman Empire followed the Central Powers and declared war on 

its old enemy, Russia. The Russian ports of Odessa and Sevastopol were bombarded by Turkish 

vessels, while Russian forces were breaching Turkish boundaries in the Caucasus. 

A global conflict was emerging in far-away Western territories and various oceans of the world. 

German troops passed and captured Taveta in British East Africa (Kenya), while Allied troops 

conquered German Togolan colonies (Togoland). 

Japan respects the treaty with the British in Asia and declares war on Germany. German naval 

base in Tsingtao was then occupied by Japanese armies. Samoa and New Guinea German 

territories were occupied by New Zealand and Australian forces as well. In the meantime, British 

soldiers in the Middle East took control of the Ottoman city of Basra in order to secure access to 

essential Persian oil. 

The Austrian forces take Belgrade in the winter but then the Serbs counter-attack and send them 

back. Conflicts in Serbia costed approximately 200,000 people on either side. In the North Sea, 

German military boats attacked and destroyed more than one hundred people against English 

coastal towns including Hartlepool, Whitby, and Scarborough. France launches her first 

massive offensive on the Western front against Germany, but earns a small profit at a cost of 

90,000 soldiers, in the First Battle of Champagne. 

In the Caucasus, the Ottoman campaign began in Sarıkamış, leading to a disaster in the middle of 

the winter. There were 60,000 Turkish losses, many of whom were frozen to death. The First 

World War was only six months old, and more than a million men were already fallen. Most of 

the world was enveloped in a war that started in the Balkans. 



TIMELINE OF EVENTS IN 1916 

January: Lieutenant-Colonel Winston Churchill becomes the Chief of the Royal Scottish 

Fusiliers ' 6th battalion. He had been serving in the West Front in Belgium for a few months.  

Conscription began in Britain. 

February: The Germans conducted their first massive attack on the French in Verdún, utilizing 

flamethrowers and Storm Troops. The battle would become one of the longest and 

costliest battles of WWI. 

March/April: US President Wilson calls explicitly on the German Navy to avoid their program 

of destroying all vessels without notification in hostile seas.  

The British Secretary of State for War Lord Kitchener demands American military involvement 

in Europe.  

Described as the most humiliating defeat in British history, British troops surrendered in Kut to 

Turkish forces. More than 13,000 troops were imprisoned the Turkish jails. 

May: In an attempt to kick Italy off, the Austro-Hungarian armies started the Trentino Offensive 

toward the northern plateau of Italy.  

German naval vessels were trying to break away during the largest-scale naval battle of the War 

from the British North Sea blockade. Although the battle itself had no clear winner, German 

surface fleet stayed by the shore for the rest of the war. The German Navy transformed its 

strategy towards an underwater supremacy. 

June: The Trentino Offensive slows down after significant losses on both sides. In defence of 

their country, 147,000 Italian soldiers died.  

Russia conducted the Brusilov Offensive against Austro-Hungary in Carpathia (Ukraine) as an 

attempt to alleviate the pressure on the British and French military along the West Front.  

With assistance from the British under T. E. Lawrence, an Arab rebellion against the Ottoman 

Empire began in Hejaz, led by Sheriff of Mecca, Hussein. 



July: Battle of the Somme began. About sixty thousand British people were killed or seriously 

injured in the first day. Following such tremendous defeats, Field Marshall Douglas Haig 

directs to keep fighting.  

Black Tom Island weapons factory exploded in Jersey, United States. The factory was bombarded 

by German saboteurs to discourage shipments of supplies to the Allies. The Statue of Liberty 

was damaged by the explosion. 

August/September: Romania joins the game on the Allies' side, 

In Somme, the British utilize tanks for the first time. They were used in limited numbers and their 

effect was minimal.  

Russia's Brusilov Campaign stops. With 1,5 million casualties, the Austro-Hungarian Army was 

almost ceased to exist. There were half a million Russian losses. 

November: Battle of the Somme was over. It is recognized as one of the most 

destructive military operations in history, death toll capping around 1.5 million. 

December: David Lloyd George succeeded Asquith as British Prime Minister of the wartime 

government.  

Immediately after taking power, Lloyd George formed the Imperial War Cabinet and cabled all 

governments under British Empire to send their Prime Ministers to the Cabinet. 

What happens next depends on our delegates. Your committee performance will determine the 

faith of the war.  
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