


Letter from the Secretary-General 

Distinguished participants and my future family members, 

I, as the Presidents of Acıbadem University Model United Nations Club and Acıbadem 

University Model United Nations Conference 2020, would like to welcome you all to the very 

first session of ACUMUN which will be held on 17-20 January 2020. It is more than an honor 

for me to be able to lead such a precious and professional team under the umbrella of newly-

established ACUMUNC as, with its unprecedented campus and well-qualified members, it 

will be one of the most important entities in MUN community. 

In this conference, we prepared highly special committees with very specific procedures 

which are gathered from not only United Nations bodies but also other governmental bodies. 

Before stating several details upon our committees, I would like to proudly mention Midnight 

Crisis system which was simulated by me and my crisis team for the first time in Turkey and 

spread throughout other conferences. Since our first application of this unique procedure in 

HPALMUN, we have been supervising the ways to implement it in a better way and 

hopefully, you will have the chance to experience it. Starting from our committees, we have 

SOCHUM from our previous conference as being the most demanded committee within our 

application process. Our committees are all in Harvard Rules of Procedure so you can really 

experience a high-level academic quality even if it is commonly suggested to beginners and 

intermediate delegates. What is more, we have expert committee on child rights which is a 

common and remarkable subject lately, considering latest news upon numerous violations. 

Apart from them, we have security-based committees with cabinets, councils, secret FBI 

missions, futuristic councils and of course, world wars. Although it is really hard to define 

every single of them as having complicated Rules of Procedures, you should believe me on 

that it will not even resemble to any of your previous experiences. Operations will be more 

detailed, this simulation would not be separated from its real version, so please check the real 

functions of your committees before coming to our conference. One more difference from 

your other experiences, -if you have experienced my crisis committees before when I was an 

USG, you would definitely know this- you will be experiencing really intense crisis 



committee with significant number of updates and outcomes of your actions. You will be in 

need of tackling every single issue detailedly and also simultaneously with other issues. It 

might seem like it will be hard, yes but, you will be enjoying the themes very much that you 

would not like to leave this conference on 20th January. 

Apart from the context of the committees, whole committees will be directed in accordance to 

Harvard Rules of Procedure which is more delegate-centered version that allows the members 

of the committees to firstly discuss the content of possible resolutions and than write it jointly. 

Other crisis committees would have several additional procedures that are specific to 

committee structure. Summing up, we are preparing a conference with the best academic and 

organizational quality. We will have numerous surprises for you within the conference 

process. 

Do not forget, we are Acıbadem, it is your place, it is where we unite the worlds. 

I am really excited to see you all in the Conference. 

Yours sincerely, 

Korhan KARADENIZ 

President of ACUMUNC and ACUMUN 20’ 



Letter from the Under-Secretary General 

Esteemed participants of The Committee on the Rights of the Child, 

To start with, it is my utmost pleasure to welcome you all to the first edition of ACUMUN. I 

am Ayla Altunlu and I am a junior of Political Sciences and Public Administration in Marmara 

University. I am more than glad to serve you as the Under-Secretary General, I am looking 

forward to witnessing your passion and dedication as you share your opinions on very 

important topics which concerns each and every one of you. 

 

Take these three days as a chance to save the humanity. Try to fix what has been done. Act 

like your solutions will really affect the world. Because in the future, you might be the one 

who will solve these crucial issues with your brilliant ideas. 

Lastly, I would like to thank my hardworking Academic Assistants Nisa and Bora. They 

helped me so much throughout this journey. Also, a big and warm thank you to Secretary 

General Mr. Korhan Karadeniz for having me in this conference, with a beautiful team.  

Please take your time to read the study guide thoroughly but remember that this is just the 

starting point for your research, and I hope you will do further research on the topics for 

yourself, especially regarding your designated countries. If there is something you are not 

sure about, do not hesitate to contact me via aylaaltunlu@yahoo.com.tr. I am here to help you 

in any way possible.  

Ayla Altunlu 



Letter From the Academic Assistants, 

Most esteemed ACUMUN participants, 

I am Nisa Özer and a freshman in Koc University majoring International Relations. It 

is my greatest joy and utmost pleasure to welcome you all to the First Annual Session of 

Acıbadem University Model United Nations Conference, where I have been given the 

privilege and responsibility of being one of the Academic Assistant of this committee 

alongside my Under-Secretary General Miss. Ayla Altunlu and Academic Assistant  Mr. Bora 

Akar. 

The Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is waiting for your fruitful debates that 

hopefully results in shared ideas regarding protection of children of those in need  and 

possible solutions for their problems. 

Also, I would like to thank all academy, especially our Secretary-General Mr. Korhan 

Karadeniz for trusting me and giving me this opportunity and Miss. Ayla Alkutlu and Mr. 

Bora Akar for their help. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me via nisaozer2000@gmail.com . 

I am eager to address any concerns about the committee you may have before, during and 

after the conference. I hope that our hard work will exceed your expectations, and that we will 

send you away with memorable experience you will remember for a life time. I look forward 

to meeting all of you on our fruitful sessions. 

Thank you all for getting involved, and for standing up for the shared values of all humanity. 

Sincerely, 

Nisa ÖZER 

mailto:nisaozer2000@gmail.com


Dear Participants,  
       
      First of all, we, as the academic team, are honored to welcome you all to the first annual session of 
ACUMUN 2020. I am Bora AKAR and I am studying at 50.Year Tahran Anatolian High School as an 
11th grader.  
     
 I am very grateful and honored to be an academic assistant and do my best for you to have such an 
incredible and fruitful conference. With our talented and experienced academic team, there are no 
doubts that you are going to experience the quality and you are going to be passionate and ambitious 
to work harder and harder at our conference.  
      
 The reason why the participants are going to be passionate and ambitious is well-chosen committees 
and their agenda items. They are pointing the issues that every person must be aware of. Especially the 
agenda items of the Committee on Rights of the Child are the ones that are very important because 
children are the ones that cannot secure themselves and their rights. We, as the humanity, should be 
securing the children that are desperate and helpless, and their rights. The first agenda item is 
“Children in Armed Conflicts”. There are many childs that are stuck in war areas in Middle East, 
Africa and other conflict areas all over the world. Many of those children are being forced to migrate a 
country that they do not know anything upon and they are being isolated from the community if they 
are not lucky enough to accustom to the country that they have migrated in. On the other side, some of 
them are being murdered by cruel terrorist groups that only things on their profits. Because of these, 
this agenda item is very important to discuss. The second agenda item is “The Protection of Children 
with Focus on Child Prostitution and Sex Tourism”. Many of the teenagers that are considered as 
children are being forced to be a prostitude because of many reasons. These children are facing with 
many problems and the profit of being prostitude is painting their eyes. They are secretly escaping 
from their families and being prostitudes. They are being persuaded by the ones that are gaining 
profits from the prostitution. In some of the countries in Southeast Asia, some girls are working as 
prostitudes and the countries are gaining profit from the sex tourism. Those children are being forced 
to be used and this is why this agenda item is very important. 
       
Committee on Rights of the Child’s study guide had been written by our dear Under-Secretary-General 
Ayla Altunlu, our dear Academic Assistant Nisa Özer and me with passion and hard work. We have 
written the study guide detailed for participants to prepare easily and have the best experience that 
they ever had. Lastly, I would like to thank the Secretary-General, Korhan Karadeniz for his effort and 
hard work in order for the participants to have incredible moments and experience. 

Sincerely, 
Bora AKAR 



UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 

 

The Committee on the Rights of the Child 

(CRC) is the body of 18 Independent 

expertsthat monitors implementation of 

the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child by its State parties. It also monitors 

implementation of two Optional Protocols 

to the Convention, on involvement of 

children in armed conflict (OPAC) and on sale of children, child prostitution and child 

pornography (OPSC). On 19 December 2011, the UN General Assembly approved a third 

Optional Protocol on a communications procedure (OPIC), which allow individual children to 

submit complaints regarding specific violations of their rights under the Convention and its 

first two optional protocols. The Protocol entered into force in April 2014. 

All States parties are obliged to submit regular reports to the Committee on how the rights are 

being implemented. States must submit an initial report two years after acceding to the 

Convention and then periodic reports every five years. The Committee examines each report 

and addresses its concerns and recommendations to the State party in the form of “concluding 

observations”. 

The Committee also reviews the initial reports which must be submitted by States who have 

acceded to the first two Optional Protocols to the Convention, on involvement of children in 

armed conflict and on sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. 

The Committee is also able to consider  individual complaints alleging violations of 

the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its first two optional protocols (OPAC and 

OPSC) by States parties to the OPIC, as well as to carry out  inquiries into allegations of 

grave or systematic violations of rights under the Convention and its two optional protocols. 

The Committee meets in Geneva and normally holds three sessionsper year consisting of a 

three-week plenary and a one-week pre-sessional working group. In 2010, the Committee 

considered reports in two parallel chambers of 9 members each, "as an exceptional and 

temporary measure", in order to clear the backlog of reports. 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/Membership.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/Membership.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/OPACCRC.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/OPACCRC.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/OPSCCRC.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/OPSCCRC.aspx
http://treaties.un.org/doc/source/signature/2012/CTC_4-11d.pdf
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC/C/5&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?key=92g0+9FnI5fX/ePqHxWObMdE63qlOjiuLKDV/BafkP+XV86EGNR9fgW9SFw/mAZV&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?key=92g0+9FnI5fX/ePqHxWObLX2P5GEb99twsPrh/K2aa/53Vhodt3zvExHQntDN0+H&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?key=92g0+9FnI5fX/ePqHxWObLX2P5GEb99twsPrh/K2aa/53Vhodt3zvExHQntDN0+H&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?key=92g0+9FnI5fX/ePqHxWObLX2P5GEb99twsPrh/K2aa8ca+rWNDc4HydXFyv8hknx&Lang=en
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/TBPetitions/Pages/HRTBPetitions.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/SessionsList.aspx?Treaty=CRC


The Committee also publishes its interpretation of the content of human rights provisions, 

known as general comments on thematic issues and organizes days of general discussion . 1

Introduction 

Nowadays, the number of children who have been victims of pornography and prostitution, 

carried out in multiple countries around the globe, is constantly increasing, creating numerous 

problems relating to encroachment of human rights, violation of global security and even 

jeopardy of lives of thousands of children. More specifically, studies suggest that the amount 

of children who have been sexually assaulted during their early years in life, in Europe, are 

between 10-20%. Child pornography is a phenomenon which is becoming a matter of 

growing concern. Unfortunately, it is very difficult to be tackled as the children choose not to 

speak or share with anyone what they had become victims of, because they are either ashamed 

or afraid. In our days with the use of the Internet, it is very easy to solicit or harass kids or 

adolescents with the aim of accomplishing children’s pornography. That can be easily justified 

as 90% of the cases, relating children’s prostitution and pornography, were done through the 

Internet. As time passes, children portrayed in pornography are getting younger and the 

images are becoming more violent. Most of the times, organized crime organizations tend to 

be behind such crimes. It is not impossible, mothers and fathers or school teachers, in whom 

kids have absolute trust, to take advantage and abuse them, for their personal profit which 

most of the times is money. Once the video or photographs have been uploaded to Internet it 

is almost impossible to withdraw it. Through the aforementioned abuse children’s rights 

protected under the Convention on the Rights of the Child are severely violated. It is not very 

rare after their exploitation, for children to be raped, have their organs removed or even be 

killed. Also, the children themselves prefer to commit suicide, as they can not continue living 

with this burden. Many children who experience sexual violence show physical, emotional, 

 Ohchr.org. (2019). OHCHR | Committee on the Rights of the Child. [online] Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/crc/pages/1
crcindex.aspx [Accessed 2 Dec. 2019]. 

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/TBSearch.aspx?Lang=en&TreatyID=5&DocTypeID=11
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/DiscussionDays.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/DiscussionDays.aspx


sexual, or verbal signs of abuse. These effects can lead to long-term stress and hardship for 

the child well into adulthood, and often cause concern for parents and teachers . 2

Historical background 

    

  It is estimated that there are three 

million underaged who feed the 

prostitution networks. It is yet not a 

recent problem. The prostitution of 

children dates to vestige. It is estimated 

that in Ancient Greece and Rome, 

prepubescent boys were commonly 

prostituted in brothels. According to 

Ronald Flowers, Egyptians maidens were 

forced into prostitution until their first 

menstruation. Indian and Chinese children were also sold by their parents to become 

prostitutes. Indian families occasionally dedicated their daughters to the Hindu temples 

where the female children became ‘devadasis’. The devadasis were originally worked for 

maintaining and cleaning the temples of Hindu deity and they also taught skills such as 

music and dancing. Nevertheless, the tasks evolved, the roles of the dedicated girls became 

that of temple prostitute. They were required to prostitute themselves to upper-classmen. 

Despite the fact that practice has been outlawed, it still exists .  3

     In Europe, child prostitution thrived until the late 1800s, it is accounted by minors that 

50% of individuals involved in prostitution in Paris.  Because of a scandal in 19th century 

England caused the government there to raise the ‘age of consent’. Willian Thomas , the 

editor of The Pall Mall Gazette, published “the Maiden Tribute of Modern Babylon”, 

 “Human Trafficking-Child Abuse.” Europa Home Affairs, Europa Home Affairs, 2

ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/organized-crime-and-humantrafficking/child-
sexual-abuse_en. 

 Hogenboom, Melissa (November 1, 2013). "Child prostitutes: How the age of consent was raised to 16". BBC 3

News. Retrieved November 30, 2013.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/0/20097046


maintaining four articles on extensive underground sex trafficking ring which sold though 

kids to adults. The report focused on a 13-year-old girl, Eliza Armstrong who was sold for 

5 pounds and taken as a midwife to verify her virginity. After a week from the publication, 

the age of consent was raised from 13 to 16. The term white slavery was used throughout 

the USA and Europe to identify children prostitution . 4

How Children Become Involved in Prostitution 

Understanding the precipitating factors that make children vulnerable to prostitution does not 

fully explain how they actually get drawn into "the life." Several patterns emerge including 

peer exchange of information on how to make money to survive and even arrangement of 

sexual encounters by other youth, frequently other girls . Not all youth become involved for 5

the same reasons, and the reasons may vary by location and gender. Some youth engage in 

prostitution activity explicitly for money and operate independently of pimps. Others are 

chronic runaways, frequently with histories of delinquency. One of the most common modes 

of entrance for young, vulnerable girls involves the search for love and acceptance on the 

streets.  

Running away from home 

 A minor or a person who is 

under age 18 and left home 

without a permission or the one 

who has been thrown out by 

his/her legal guardian (mostly 

parents) that has lack of 

capacity to live by his or her 

own is considered to be a 

 Institute of Social Sciences (New Delhi, India) & National Human Rights Commission 2005, p. 504.4

 Pescinski, J. (2015). A Human Rights Approach to Human trafficking. Our World, United Nations University. 5

Retrieved from https://ourworld.unu.edu/en/a-human-rights-approach-tohuman-trafficking.  

Percentage of Men (by Country) Who Paid for Sex at Least Once 



runaway. Running away is a sign of underlying problems in minor’s life and also puts minor 

in danger. The outcomes of the runaway often cause very severe problems such as physical 

abuse or violence. While some instances are clear enough to show that the child is in need, in 

many instances the problems may be hidden. The agencies should be alert a child who has run 

away may require support.  

Running away is associated with risks as increasing level of homelessness, social exclusion 

and last but not least physical violence and abuse. Sexual exploitation though prostitution is 

abusing that runaways face .  6

Child abuse and neglect 

The homes children run away from are often marked by emotional, physical, or sexual abuse, 

neglect, and regular violence between the parents. Sexual abuse has a significant impact on 

the probability that a runaway will become involved with prostitution. Early childhood abuse 

or neglect is a strong predictor of prostitution for girls, although it does not seem to have the 

same impact on boys. Sex abuse appears to indirectly increase the chance of prostitution by 

increasing the risk of running away "It is not so much that sexual abuse leads to prostitution 

as it is that running away leads to prostitution. ''While a majority of girls who enter 

prostitution appear to have suffered prior childhood sexual abuse, not every child who suffers 

such abuse will become a runaway or prostituted child. But the sexual exploitation of 

children, combined with other family tensions or emotional deficiencies, increases the 

probability that an adolescent runaway will engage in prostitution.  

Psychological and emotional difficulties 

     Regardless of the background of the child victims of sex tourism and sexual 

harassment, the victims all face with severe psychological and emotional damage 

besides physical damage as a result of their exploitation. Victims of prostitution and 

exploitation are often stigmatized by their communities. As they do not receive 

 http://childlinett.org/cms/teens-and-young-adults/running-away-from-home/6



community support and they experience a different kind of interaction or cannot 

develop the same as other children in the society. 

     Lack of support and the irritability of the experience make children suffer from a 

short term or a long-term psychological damage. On psychological level, the symptoms 

that child victims face vary as personality or sexual orientation confusion, problems 

with behavior (aggressiveness or anger), higher levels of depression, repression, trouble 

sleeping, loss of self-confidence, self-blame, dissociative patterns, mistrust or hatred 

towards adults. The psychological problems also have effects on children’s bodies as 

eating disorders, sexual problems... On the other hand, the resistance of the quilt and 

blame cause long-term impacts on children’s life as well. Child abuse survivors stated 

that they have felt ugly or dirty with a dissatisfaction of body shape and image. 

Continuing eating disorders also lead the victims to obesity. The distress that they felt 

also cause some somatic concerns. According to a study, women that experienced 

sexual abuse are more likely to have medical concerns and the most frequent medical 

complaint is pelvic pain . 7

     The victims face with anxiety and stress as a long-term effect of childhood sexual 

abuse. Mostly, the survivors of sexual exploitation experience chorionic anxiety, 

phobias, attacks and tension. A study conducted on Vietnam veterans and adults who 

experinced childhood sexual abuse documented that the result of sexual harassment is 

comparable to the result of war-related trauma. Establishing interpersonal relations is 

another difficulty that survivors of sexual abuse experience. Symptoms correlated with 

childhood sexual exploitation may hinder the growth of relationships . Victims also 8

have other difficulties in their relationships such as fear of intimacy, problems within 

trusting people, difficulty establishing interpersonal boundaries, inactive behaviors and 

getting in abusive relationships.  

     The important point to be set on this subject is the effects of childhood sex abuse 

differentiate depending on the victim. The responses and experiences will not be the 

 https://www.counseling.org/docs/disaster-and-trauma_sexual-abuse/long-term-effects-of-childhood-sexual-7

abuse.pdf?

 https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/8

Trafficking_in_Persons_2012_web.pdf 

https://www.counseling.org/docs/disaster-and-trauma_sexual-abuse/long-term-effects-of-childhood-sexual-abuse.pdf?
https://www.counseling.org/docs/disaster-and-trauma_sexual-abuse/long-term-effects-of-childhood-sexual-abuse.pdf?
https://www.counseling.org/docs/disaster-and-trauma_sexual-abuse/long-term-effects-of-childhood-sexual-abuse.pdf?
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/Trafficking_in_Persons_2012_web.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/Trafficking_in_Persons_2012_web.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/Trafficking_in_Persons_2012_web.pdf


same for each and every child. However, it is often shown as a traumatic experience, the 

clinicians should have the treatment depending on the need of the clients as there is no 

single symptom among all survivors. 

Prostitution's Connection to Pornography  

Forcing performance in pornography is another means by which pimps achieve control over 

the girls they prostitute. They may take photographs of the nude girl in the context of their 

relationship and then threaten to send them to the girl's family or school. By learning about 

the girl's family and friends, the pimp gets her home address and other personal information, 

then blackmails her. Pimps also use the pornography to control and humiliate the girl and 

break her resistance. Pornography is often used to normalize the practice of prostitution 

during the "seasoning" process by 

weakening the child's resistance. 

Pimps may also show pornographic 

pictures to advertise their women, 

while customers often want to take 

pictures for their later gratification. 

Customers may also use pornography 

to describe the sexual act they want 

and to rationalize their behavior and 

their demands of the child . 9

Health Concerns  

Involvement in prostitution by homeless youth places them at greater risk for a wide variety 

of medical problems and health-compromising behaviors including drug abuse, risk of 

suicide, and depression. Girls also experience a high rate of pregnancy, needs as basic as 

 Margaret A. Baldwin, Pornography and the Traffic in Women." Brief on Behalf ofTrudee AblePeterson, et al. Amici Curiae 9
in Support of Defendant and Intervenor-Defendants, Village Books v. City ofBellingham, 1 YALE J.L. & FEMINISM 111, 
130 



getting enough to eat and proper nutritional balance present challenges to homeless youth. 

They tend to obtain food randomly and sporadically, the food they eat may be deficient in 

vital nutrients while flush with caffeine, fats, and carbohydrates. Furthermore, their use of 

alcohol, cigarettes, or drugs compromises their health even more so when money that would 

otherwise be used for food is spent on drugs. Drug use, particularly marijuana, may stimulate 

appetite, causing the children to eat more junk food. The health-related choices of homeless 

youth can easily be undermined by the immediacy of their need for food, shelter, and relief 

from drug or alcohol dependencies. Uninsured homeless adolescents involved in prostitution 

very often do not have access to the health services they need. Barriers to obtaining care 

include confidentiality issues, their status as minors, and a general distrust of adults and the 

institutions created to help them. 

Psychological Disorders Including Depression and Risk of Suicide  

When compared with other homeless 

youth, teenagers involved in street sex 

are twice as likely to have a mental-

health problem, thought disorder, or 

personality disorder. Mental-health 

disorders can stem from many issues 

including the young girls' need to create 

different identities on the street. The 

girls assume various aliases to attract 

new customers and also as an attempt to 

avoid building long criminal records. This leads them to use distancing and dissociative 

behaviors as a survival technique. Separated from friends, family, home, and "legitimate" 

society, they distance themselves from the prostitution act in the way many victims of incest 

report dissociating from the abuse. Children on the streets are not only more likely to be 

clinically depressed, but they are also twice as likely to have a serious mental-health problem 

and almost twice as likely to be actively suicidal or to have previously attempted suicide. In 

one group of youth involved in prostitution, who were interviewed in shelters, 71 percent 

reported suicidal ideation, 33 percent had a lethal plan, and 1 4 percent reported a previous 



attempt at suicide . Many homeless and runaway street youth come from dysfunctional, 10

abusive homes, and they may see suicide as a solution to their pain. 

HIV Infection and Other Sexually-Transmitted Diseases  

Runaway and homeless youth tend to initiate 

sexual activities at an early age, have 

multiple sexual partners, participate in a 

variety of risky behaviors including 

prostitution, and practice safer-sex 

techniques less frequently.For these reasons, 

they are at high risk of contracting various 

sexually-transmitted diseases including 

human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). 

Involvement in prostitution and the greater likelihood of a gay or bisexual lifestyle, combined 

with a high level of multiple drug use, including intravenous drug use, places runaway street 

youth in the highest risk categories for contracting and transmitting HIM. A substantial 

majority of all homeless youth 83.7 percent-engage in at least one acquired immune 

deficiency syndrome (AIDS) risk behavior . Furthermore, youth who engage in homosexual 11

sex with multiple, often anonymous partners are "in a high-risk subgroup among high-risk 

groups. ''Studies show that many tend to minimize or deny their involvement in these high-

risk activities. While one-third of homeless adolescent boys in one study reported 

involvement in prostitution, their responses to questions regarding sexual behaviors and 

number of partners indicated this figure underestimated how many were actually involved in 

the exchange of sex for money, drugs, food, or shelter. For young girls involved in 

prostitution, client resistance presents the greatest obstacle to practicing safer sex. The 

children's youth limits their capacity to manage potentially violent situations or the risk of 

sexually-transmitted diseases. In addition to increased risk of HIV and other sexually 

 Barry, supra note 50, at 30-31.  10

 RM. Pyett & D.J. Warr, Vulnerability on the Streets: Female Sex Workers and HIV Risk, 9 AIDS CARE 539, 11

543  



transmitted diseases, prostitution-involved girls tend to suffer more from pelvic inflammatory 

disease and other infectious diseases. They may be more likely to have multiple sexual 

partners, either sequential or concurrent, and they may have partners who are themselves at 

higher risk. As adolescents they may also have an increased physiological susceptibility to 

infection.  12

Major countries involved 

The problem of prostitution of children is in every country bu it is most severe Asia and South 

Africa. The number of the children that face with prostitution rise in other parts of the world 

as well. The exact numbers are difficult to be obtained, but it is estimated there are around 10 

million children involved in prostitution spread all around the world. The ‘classic’ or long-

affected tourism destinations are identified below, as they are emerging targets for child sex 

tourists. 

Africa 

Many African countries encouraged tourism for getting more attraction of foreign investment 

and having foundation for infrastructure development. As the problem do child’s sex tourism 

associated within southern and western parts of Africa such as Morocco and Senegal, other 

countries also experiencing an influx of tourists seeking sex with children.  

South Africa  

South Africa is where children are heavily face with sex trafficking. Girls are exploited for 

sexual purposes, in some cases they transferred and sold in South Africa. On the other hand, 

boys are used for labor of all kinds. 

Kenya 

An UNICEF study found out the details of child sex tourism in Kenya. It is estimated that in 

the coastal towns ( Mombasa, Kilifi, Malindi and Diana) around 10,000 to15,000 underage 

 Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Bureau of Communicable Disease Control, 1996Adolescent 12

Sexually Transmitted Disease in Massachusetts, http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/dph/dphhome.htm (March 
13, 1998).  



girls are exploited by tourists. The same research of UNICEF also ranks Italians (8 per cent), 

Germans (4 per cent), and Swiss (2 per cent)  as those most involved in child sex tourism 

following Uganda as fifth and Tanzania as sixth most frequent exploiters, respectively. 

Ghana 

Weakness in legal system and lack of social protections enables tourist to have greater and 

easier access to vulnerable children. An interview with a child sex tourist revealed that the 

child victim get “food, clothes, and other things” in return for sexual contact. That causes sex 

tourists to access to poor children whom can be exploited ed by virtue of sex tourists’s 

comparative wealth. 

Americas 

North, central and South America all faced with child sex tourism, yet in different 

ways and to varying degrees. Mostly it follows n industrialized-to-developing-country pattern 

which means American and Canadians traveling to countries in South and Central America 

for the reason of using their wealth in order to engage in commercial sexual exploitation of 

children. Some of the developing countries have experienced this phenomenon of child 

exploitation for over 20 years besides the example of countries such as Colombia which 

recently begin to experience it. 

Argentina 

By 1999, it is established in the records that in Argentina the age of children who are being 

exploited was decreasing and the rate lead up to an alarming point. The Coalition Against 

trafficking in Women (CATW) stated that Argentina is one of the best destinations for 

pedophile sex tourists from Europe and the USA .  13

Brazil 

 "Children\'s Rights: Argentina | Law Library of Congress". Loc.gov. April 2012. Retrieved 13

2012-09-15.

https://www.loc.gov/law/help/child-rights/argentina.php


UNICEF estimated that the number of children working in the child prostitution industry 

reached to 250,00, according to BBC(2010)  14

Mexico 

Mexico is a long regarded as a popular destination for sex tourism. They still face with so 

many chişl prostitution problems. According to a statement made by the State System of 

Integral Family Development, 20,000 minors were victims of prostitution. Many 

investigations into American child sex tourists led as crimes şn Mexico, %36 American child 

sex tourists between 2003 and 2006 involved crimes committed in Mexico . 15

Colombia 

Because of long lasting civil war, high crime rates and kidnapping, Colombia is not usually 

associated with child sex tourism. However, this could not protect children to get involved in 

exploitation and could not keep tourists away from the country. Estimations of NGOs in the 

region and UNICEF, there are between 20,000 to 35,000 minors in Colombia.  

El Salvador 

According to the interviews with children, one-third of the sexually exploited children 

between 14 and 17 are boys. The average age for getting into the industry is 13 years and they 

are forced to work five days a week yet 10% reported that they work 7 days a week. 

The USA 

The children in the USA are also face with sexual abuse and neglect. Especially the ones who 

are homeless and runaways are more likely to be vulnerable. It is said by The National 

Switchboard in 2009 that one-third of runaway youths in America would involve into 

 "Brazil's sex tourism boom". BBC News. 2010-07-30.14
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prostitution within 48 hours on streets. In addition, in 2013 National Center for Missing & 

Exploited Children stated that there are over 10,000 reports of children prostitution . 16

Asia 

Asia is the target of child sex tourist longer than any other region. Especially Southeast Asia 

and certain countries such as Philippines and Thailand have been more frequently associated, 

engaged with child sex tourism duty their existing ‘sex industries’. Cambodia and Vietnam 

are other destinations primary to child sex tourists as a result  of the collision on the issue with 

Thailand. On the other hand, Mongolia is an example of the counties that sexual exploitation 

of children in tourism shifts as economic, political and social development occurs. 

Philippines  

The country has been a regular target for foreign adults seeking sex with children as it is seen 

as a ‘traditional’ child sex tourism destination. The estimations of child sex tourism and 

commercial sexual exploitation of children shows that there are 100,000 child victims of 

prostitution in the country as a whole. As a consequence, Philippines became a focus of media 

and child rights activists. The investigations finished up with arrests of foreign tourists. 

Mongolia 

The number of child tourists in Mongolia increased rapidly. The involvement of foreign 

nationals into child tourism business have attracted other tourists. ECPAT Mongolia within a 

collaboration of other NGOs fighting for raising awareness on child rights fight on illegality 

of sexual contact with Mongolian children. 

Bangladesh 

 Curtis, R., Terry, K., Dank, M., Dombrowski, K., Khan, B., Muslim, A., Labriola, M. and Rempel, M. 16
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The child prostitutes in Bangles are known to take the drug “Oradexon”, an over-the-counter 

steroid, which make children look larger and older. It is stated that the steroid can cause health 

issues such as diabetics, high blood pressure yet they are also addictive by social activists . 17

India 

In India child prostitution is widespread. According to estimations of UNICEF 1.2 million 

children face with sexual abuse and exploitation. As Mumbai is the considered to be the 

capital of country’s sex industry, children kept in brothels where they face with slavery and 

torture. In brothels both girls and boys found in prostitution. Most of the children run away 

from their homes because of broken families, abuse by their parents or poverty. Another factor 

that pushes children into brothels is drug issue and addiction .  18

Nepal 

As a number of 12,000 to 15,000 children from Nepal are trafficked for sexual commercial 

exploitation each year, especially to brothels in India and other countries in India .  19

 

Europe 

 

Commercial sexual exploitation of children has 

seen a high raise in Europe after the dissolution of 

the Soviet Union, mainly as trafficking of children 

for sexual purposes. The first examples of child 

trafficking, child pornography and other forms of 

child sexual exploitation was seen in Russia, 

Ukraine and The Czech Republic. Child sex tourism 

is based on regional dimensions, Western 

 "Bangladesh's teenage brothels hold dark steroid secret". reuters.com. 2012-03-19. Retrieved 17

2012-03-20.

 Safi, Michael (14 January 2019). "The Indian village where child sexual exploitation is the norm". 18

The Guardian. Retrieved 27 May 2019.


 Jones, Sam (25 October 2015). "Nepal earthquakes leave bitter legacy as children become quarry 19

for traffickers". The Guardian. Retrieved 7 April 2019

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jan/14/indian-village-where-child-sexual-exploitation-is-the-norm-sagar-gram-jan-sahas
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/oct/25/nepal-earthquake-six-month-anniversary-children-orphans-people-traffickers
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/oct/25/nepal-earthquake-six-month-anniversary-children-orphans-people-traffickers
https://www.reuters.com/article/2012/03/19/us-bangladesh-prostitution-idUSBRE82I02A20120319


Europeans traveling to eastern side of Europe to exploit children. South-eastern Europe also 

engaged in the industry. Bulgaria became an destination for child sex tourism . 20

Russia  

As the Soviet Union collapse, Russia became a courtly that has been cited for transit for 

trafficking of children and productıon of child pornography. Moscow estimates that the 

number of children victims who are being exploited in the area reached up to 20.000 to 

30.000. 

Estonia 

The increase potential for child trafficking and prostitution in western world, Estonia began to 

have closer contact for child prostitution in the continent. According to case conducted in 

2004, a Finnish citizen who was imprisoned for child sexual harassment stated the regional 

nature of child sex tourism. Despite the presence of child sex tourists from Russia, the UK 

and other european countries the extend of child sex tourism still remains unknown in the 

region. 

What has been done? 

     Department of State of the United States has published some facts in a report form upon 

child sex tourism in order to state the things that the United States government and other 

governments must do and be aware of this issue. According to the report, in 2003, the United 

States strengthened its ability to fight child sex tourism bypassing the Prosecutorial Remedies 

and Other Tools to End the Exploitation of Children Today (PROTECT) Act and the 

Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act. These laws increase penalties to a 

maximum of 30 years in prison for engaging in CST. Since the passage of the PROTECT Act, 

there have been 65 convictions of child sex tourists. The Department of Homeland Security 

has developed the Operation Predator initiative to combat child exploitation, child 

pornography, and CST. The United States has funded the NGO World Vision to conduct major 

public awareness campaigns overseas. To bolster interagency, NGO, and private sector 
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cooperation, the State Department has designated a point of contact to focus specifically on 

fighting CST. 

     According to the Department of State of the United States of America the things that other 

governments must do are mentioned below: 

     Enhance Research and Coordination: 

• Research the extent and nature of the problem 

• Draft an action plan for addressing CST 

• Designate a government point of contact 

     Augment Prevention and Training: 

• Encourage the travel industry to sign the Code of Conduct 

• Fund and/or launch public awareness campaigns 

• Train and sensitize law enforcement on the issue 

• Ensure that border and airport officials report suspected cases 

     Strengthen Legal Measures and Prosecutions: 

• Draft, pass and/or enforce extraterritorial laws criminalizing CST 

• Increase punishment for offenders 

• Cooperate with foreign governments 

• Prosecute the crime to the fullest extent possible 

     Assist Victims: 

• Provide shelter, counseling, medical, and legal assistance to victims 

• Provide reintegration assistance 

• Support the efforts of NGOs working with child victims  21

     Other than these, a United Nations High Commissioner for Refugee (UNHCR) related 

organization, Refworld which is the protection tool provides the key information that United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugee (UNHCR) staff, government officials and judges 

 https://2001-2009.state.gov/g/tip/rls/fs/08/112090.htm21
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need to decide whether an asylum-seeker is a refugee  has published programs of action for 22

the prevention of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and for the 

elimination of the exploitation of child labor. Those programs are program of action for the 

prevention of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and program 

of action for the elimination of the exploitation of child labour. These programmes have 

clauses such as but not limited to: 

1. Specific educational measures and training should be directed towards professionals 
who work with children, including teachers, social workers, health workers, members 
of the police, members of the judiciary and religious personnel. Special educational 
measures should be directed towards the general public, especially men and parents, 
and to particular groups, such as travel agencies, tourists and the military. 

2. Trafficking in, sale or sexual exploitation of children are serious crimes and 

must be treated as such. Efforts should be made to detect, arrest and convict 

clients, consumers, procurers, intermediaries and accomplices, and provision 

made for sanctions which take into account the grave nature of these offenses. 

3. These abuses are often linked to poverty. Their prevention and elimination require 
long-range structural reforms in the social and economic fields. In the short term, 
development activities of United Nations agencies, especially the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund, and of other international and national agencies should 
have a substantive and positive impact on children and promote appropriate 
development strategies and policies. Priority should be given to formulating a family 
policy to prevent abuse and to policies aimed at improving the social, economic and 
working conditions of girls and women in general, and of the poorest girls and women 
in particular. Local community-based projects, including collective self-help projects, 
should also be encouraged . 23

Questions to consider 

- What measures can be taken by member nations to protect children from sexual exploitation 
and sexual abuse?  

- What are the other faces of sexual abuse and sexual exploitation and what measures can be 
taken?  

- How can the needs of victims of child sex abuse be attended to?  

 https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/online-resource/refworld_en22
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- How can child pornography be dealt with?  

- Can this committee take the help of other organisations/UN bodies? If so, how can other 
organisations/UN bodies help?  

     

CHILDREN IN THE ARMED CONFLICT  

INTRODUCTION 

Armed conflict is 

fighting between two 

or more groups 

involving the use of 

weapons. Armed 

conflict can result in 

children suffering 

severe physical injury 

and psychological 

trauma, losing family 

members, moving from home or even dying. In the past decade alone, more than a million 

children in conflict zones have been separated from their families or orphaned, about four 

million children have suffered some form of physical mutilation. In armed conflict, children 

can be injured by knives, bullets, bombs and landmines, and more than two million children 

have been killed. Governments and military groups recruit children because they are cheaper 

to feed and clothe than adults. They are also more vulnerable to the exploitation and 

manipulation of false promises, easier to remove and recruit than adults. Children are often 

versatile enough to fill many roles in the military. Child soldiers are taken to the front lines, 

but children can also be used as spies, messengers or lures. According to Human Rights 



Watch, there are approximately 200,000 to 300,000 child soldiers worldwide . Children are 24

or have been recruited to be soldiers in many countries, including Sri Lanka, Colombia, 

Myanmar, Sierra Leone, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda and Sudan. 

According to Save the Children, about half of all child soldiers in the world are girls. These 

girl soldiers may become forced to marry older soldiers. If children are not forced to fight 

during the conflict, they are often forced to leave their homes and take refuge in refugee 

camps in neighboring cities or neighboring countries . Once in refugee camps, conditions are 25

often poor for children, where they are often faced with exploitation, lack of food, denial of 

education and cross-border attacks. If children are internally displaced, they do not meet the 

internationally accepted definition of refugees and therefore do not enjoy the same protection 

as those who have crossed international borders. The greatest danger is malnutrition, and 

children are often sent outside the camps to look for work, where they risk being kidnapped or 

murdered by those fighting in conflict. In addition, child soldiers may also use drugs to reduce 

their hunger, which can lead to addiction as well as psychological and emotional problems. At 

the end of a conflict, soldiers must be disarmed and demobilized. After that, the children must 

be reintegrated into society. This means ensuring that children receive primary education 

again. Children can also become insensitive to extreme violence and need help to separate 

their identity from their old violence that they developed as soldiers. Being in armed conflict 

also creates psychological and emotional struggles especially for children who lose their 

family, and even more so for children who are forced to kill other people. Finally, girls, if they 

were not combatants, cannot benefit from the same NGO reintegration services. 

Historical Background 

There is a long history involving the use of children in armed conflict, which goes back 

thousands of years. In Greek and Roman times, there were boys under the age of 18 who both 
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volunteered and were forced to grow and keep control of the empires. During the crusades, 

young boys were recruited to make religion known. There are records of children 

participating during World War I and World War II as spies and on the battlefields for all 

sides . There was no international law on the use of child soldiers ratified by the United 26

Nations until the Additional Protocols to the Geneva Convention were added in 1977. This 

stipulated that any recruitment and use of children under the age of 15 were prohibited by any 

state or government-controlled armed group. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of 

the Child of 1989 reaffirmed this law and recognized that childhood ends at age 18 

(International Law and the Rights of the Child). Since then, many laws have reaffirmed 

previous prohibitions on the involvement of children in militant groups. In 1999, the United 

Nations Security Council passed Law 1261 denouncing the targeting of children in armed 

conflict and hostile areas. The United Nations Security Council has adopted six different 

resolutions (each reaffirming the one that preceded it) during the progress towards the end of 

this criminal act. In 2005, Resolution 1612 was unanimously ratified by the UN Security 

Council, which aimed to end the exploitation of children in armed conflict and extend child 

protection measures in all areas. The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC) was the first international 

treaty to focus solely on ending the misuse of children in conflict armed forces. The majority 

of countries in the world have signed this agreement since 2000, stipulating that children 

under 18 must not be recruited; however, if they are 16 years old, they may voluntarily join a 

militant group without participating in the conflict until they become adults (Optional 

Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child). Although child soldiers have been 

used for thousands of years, the last half-century has been pushed hard to stop their 

manipulation. Civil wars in countries such as Sierra Leone and Liberia have highlighted state 

and non-state organizations that recruit children to fight for them and perform various other 

tasks to help their cause. When the United Nations Security Council learned this, it created 

campaigns and resolutions to end the use of children for war. There has been a decrease in the 

number of known countries recruiting illegally, and the number of child soldiers appears to 

 Aftunion, “Child Soldiers.” American Federation of Teachers, 8 August 2014,  26



remain around 300,000 . The flow of information has facilitated awareness of the situation in 27

the past, forcing countries to decide where they stand. The effect of armed conflict on children 

is both physically and mentally traumatic. The international community has recognized this in 

a report commissioned by the United Nations General Assembly entitled Impact of Armed 

Conflict on Children. The study showed that children were murdered, maimed and wounded 

psychologically by the participants . Since this report, new conclusions have been drawn: 28

half of those who survived armed conflict suffered from PTSD, nine out of ten had depressed 

moods, higher risks of substance abuse, and were more likely to be aggressive and socially 

clumsy . Just as the international community recognizes these effects on children, there is a 29

direct link between children exposed to war and trust issues as they grow up. Adults also tend 

not to trust these people once they age because of their past, making it harder for them to find 

a job and lead a normal life . The repercussions these children endure have been fought 30

throughout the reintegration process. 

Disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) are programs that help child soldiers 

reintegrate life without war, drugs, abuse and often families. While many children are eligible 

for formal DDR programs, girls are not always eligible because they were not in the field with 

weapons. However, there are unofficial or unaffiliated programs, such as crisis counseling and 

shelters for battered women. These DDR programs allow them to return to their lives and gain 

access to education, psychiatric assistance, technical training, life skills and how to succeed in 

the community. Child soldiers over the age of 15 could be tried in court for violating 

humanitarian laws, but the Paris Principles stipulated that child soldiers should be considered 

as victims. As a result, children can now be rehabilitated and learn that the atrocities 

committed through misconduct have led them to sever their ties to militant groups that have 

forced them to do such things. To combat the use of child soldiers, many countries have 
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changed the age of their military recruitment to 18. Although there are exceptions, like the 

United Kingdom, the majority of countries have given up on this situation . This has 31

discouraged thousands of children from joining the armed forces voluntarily, as well as 

countries from recruiting children under the age of 18. Due to the surge in public outcry to 

end the use of child soldiers, non-government armed groups have denounced it. 

Among these groups in North Africa is the Sudan People’s Liberation Party, and none in the 

Middle East has spoken out against the use of child soldiers. 167 countries have signed and 

ratified OPAC and United Nations Security Council resolution 1612 has been unanimously 

ratified . This shows progress in the world, proving that one day we can achieve the goal of a 32

world without the exploitation of children in the military. Today, we may not be where we 

would like it to be, but our efforts are stabilizing the estimated number of child soldiers 

around the world. However, much remains to be done. 

How do they become involved with armed forces? 

 ‘Children are defined as people under the age of 18 

by UNCHR with accepting the primary role of the 

family in both care and protection of the children, in 

addition to obligatory duties of the States to help 

them carry out. Survival rights, development rights, 

protection rights, and participation rights are four 

articles that are given emphasis by the UN 

Convention as being a bedrock for additional rights 

and go by the name of ‘general principles’. These 

rights must be attainable to all children without 

discrimination of any nation, gender or 
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age. ’Nevertheless, in the twenty-first century in many different conditions, children are 33

under the threat of not being able to have the rights that are mentioned above.  

‘Armed conflicts are a decent example where children are compelled not to live as individuals 

but child soldiers. Boys and girls who are below the age of 18 and join the army or used by 

armed forces in any capacity are called as child soldiers. Also, the children who are trained for 

military purposes and the army but not used in the war are child soldiers. ’Thousands of 34

children around the world are recruited into armed forces as government military or armed 

rebel groups as militants and gangs. ‘Democratic Republic of Congo, Iraq, Myanmar are just 

a few examples of the countries that still have cases of child recruitment.’ 

Children join armed forces in many different ways and each and every child have various 

reasons to become a soldier. Some of them become soldiers forcibly and undesirable while 

others fight for a reason of their own volition. ‘They can be abducted and beaten into 

submission threatened on their lives or the lives of their families, coerced for recruiting by 

armed groups. In other respects, children get involved to defend their communities, they are 

likely to hold a feeling of revenge as well.’  35

Particular social and economic conditions pressure them which brings in to the open forced 

recruitment. ‘There are two major reasons for children becoming soldiers. Firstly, they face 

with abduction or threats. Secondly, as they are born into groups or forces, it is 

imperative.’ As an example, the Ugandan Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), is known for 36

taking children away from their families to make them involved in the armed groups. As for a 

global report made by the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers in 2008, 25 000 children 

have been abducted to participate in combat since the 1980s  .Children are not always 37

forcibly recruited, some join military groups apart from peer pressure. ‘Yet, push factors head 

off children from their own environment, pull factors mobilize them to get involved in the 
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armed groups. Push factors include “poverty, discrimination, repression, and feeling of 

valuableness” as well as lack of education and employment, abuse. Some do not have a home, 

family or community due to the previous conflict. Push factors -contrastingly- seeking safety 

in gangs, accesses to food, become distant from the compact zone, addiction to drugs, 

economic reasons such as gaining  profit as well as moral causes such as the greed and 

grievance debate for fighting.’  Children that are growing up surrounded by violence see this 38

as a permanent  way of life. Alone, orphaned frightened, they will finally choose to fight. 

Mostly, they have unclear minds of the implications of their acts and decisions. 

All around the world children are recruited outside government control. Since non-state 

armed groups are harder to negotiate and less visible, it is so much more difficult to tackle and 

overcome this problem. Armed forces target children as they are easier to 

manipulate as they do what they are told, do not have a highly developed sense of danger and 

protecting themselves also children are easy to care since they do not need much food. 

Children are less likely than adults to run away and they do not demand salaries. ‘However, 

international law prohibits refugee participation in military camps. It is easy for recruiters to 

access large groups of children in refugee and internally displaced persons (IDP) camps.’  39

Political scientist Sarah K. Lischer recognizes two main patterns that are militarization path 

and insecurity path. (For more look at figure 1)   40

In many cases, children are involved directly in combat. There are some weapons that are 

very easy to use such as Soviet-made AK-47 or an American M-16 that even a child of 10 can 

strip and reassemble so children soldiers directly get involved in fights. Having said that, their 

role is not limited to the actual fight. So many girls and boys are in supporting functions that 

entrails hardships and great danger.  The roles vary as messengers, cooks, porters. However, 41

they mostly have more serious and dangerous duties. They may act as spies or lookouts. In 
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addition, they have some roles that risk lives and may end their lives. They are forced to 

participate in suicide missions, act as spies, human shields.  Children are also used for sexual 42

exploitation. Especially girls who are just reached puberty are pushed into sexual slavery, they 

are taken as wifes of the soldiers in the militants or groups.  43

How does this affect children? 

The analyses of armed conflicts often show that children are invisible victims and 

inconsequential actors. Their health, nutrition, psycho-social well being and education get 

affected in a bad way. Regardless of the hardness and the responsibility, each role has short-

term and long-term negative and touching effects on the child.  ‘No distinction between the 44

ones who are recruited forcibly or who joined the group desirably. The previous researches 

show that former child soldiers either face increased risks in all areas of their life or suffer 

from a mental problem. Child soldiers have a higher chance of not only post-traumatic stress 

disorder but also behavioral and emotional complaints. It is not easy for child soldiers to 

reintegrate into society as they got isolated from society for many years. It is seen that former 

children struggle with a long time of learning and communicating disadvantages.’  45

 A group of former child combatants from the Central African Republic have stated that they 

performed horrifying and cruel acts as killing their own family for proof of their commitment 

to the armed group. It is kind of an initiation into the group. This process effectively shows 

that the bonds between children and their communities break off which makes it difficult to 

return.  
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Major Parties Involved 

Afghanistan 

Until 1979, Afghanistan has never been conquered and colonized, and the children were not 

suffering from the cruel and terrorist acts are against the human and child rights, but in 1979, 

Russia has invaded Afghanistan and started conflicts that will last for decades. After this 

invasion, the health and welfare of Afghani children were not secured by any organization or 

country. This invasion which has been done by Russia have been smothered by Afghani 

resistance fighters, Mujahideen. After the extinguishment of invasion, Mujahideen fighters 

have started conflicts between each other and dragged Afghanistan to a bloody and cruel civil 

war. After this war, only 1/3 of the 

population of 18 million has 

remained, 6 million killed and 3 

million displaced. The other terrorist 

group which shocked the people of 

Afghanistan was the Taliban. The 

Taliban have promised to provide the 

peace across the country, but it did 

not go that way because the Taliban 

have supported another terrorist group Al-Qaeda which was leading by Usama bin Laden 

which was the suspects of Twin Towers attacks (11th of September, 2001) in New York, 

United States of America. Because of these, Afghanistan had to face other cruel conflicts until 

2001. A United States-Led Invasion has been done in 2001 and the Taliban have been 

overthrown from Afghanistan. After that invasion, first-ever democratic elections have been 

done and Hamid Karzai has won the elections.    46

     Militias recruited thousands of child soldiers during the Afghan civil war over three 

decades. Many are still fighting now, for the Taliban. Some of those taken from Islamic 

religious schools, or madrassas, are used as suicide bombers and gunmen. A propaganda video 

of boys marching in camouflage uniform and using slogans of martyrdom was issued in 2009 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fayeCNpF2ms46
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by the Afghan Taliban's leadership. This included a eulogy to a 14-year-old Taliban fighter 

who allegedly killed an American soldier.  47

Central African Republic 

     The usage of child soldiers by armed groups in the Central African Republic is very 

common and the number of child soldiers is frightening compared to the other countries of the 

World. Between 2012 and 2015, 10000 children have been used in conflicts to conflict with 

opposition groups that have different ideologies than themselves. For example, in CAR, the 

Muslim militia group called as Séléka coalition of armed groups and the predominantly 

Christian group Anti-Balaka militias have used the innocent children for their purposes.  48

      In 2005, armed conflict broke out between President François Bozizé which is Christian 

and the armed groups. With peace talks, the situation has been postponed until 2012 but in 

2012, the conflict has erupted again between the same parties. Armed groups have formed the 

Muslim Séléka coalition and overthrew the President. The Christians have formed Anti-

Balaka militia group, which was supporting the President, François Bozizé. They have formed 

this group in order to stop the abuse of the human rights abused by the Muslims in their 

opinions, but the situations did not continue as they think and they have started the abuse the 

rights of the Muslim minority. In 2013, UNICEF estimated that approximately 2,000 children 

were being used in this way and that in 2015 the figure rose to between 6,000 and 10,000 

children. 

According to Child Soldiers International, the main armed groups known to recruit children 

and use them in hostilities prior to 2012 were: 

- Convention of Patriots for Justice and Peace (Convention des Patriotes pour la Justice et la 
Paix/CPJP). 

- Democratic Front of the Central African People (Front Démocratique du Peuple Centrafricain/
FDPC) 

- Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Children_in_the_military47
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- Movement of Central African Liberators for Justice (Mouvement des Libérateurs 
Centrafricains pour la Justice/MLCJ) 

- People’s Army for the Restoration of Democracy (Armée Populaire pour la Restauration de la 
Démocratie/APRD). 

- Union of Democratic Forces for Unity (Union des Forces Démocratiques pour le 
Rassemblement/UFDR). 

After 2012 the recruitment of children for military purposes saw a marked increase under the 

Séléka coalition and Anti-Balaka movement. 

In 2015, the Forum de Bangui brought together representatives of the transitional government, 

parliament, armed groups, civil society and religious leaders and in 2016, the Disarmament, 

Demobilization, Reintegration and Repatriation (DDRR) have decided to release thousands of 

children.  49

Iraq 

The misfortune of Iraqi children dates back to 2003, to the Iraq War which was held by the 

United States of America. That war overthrew the leader of Iraq, Saddam Hussein and later he 

has been executed. This war affected the nation of Iraq, not just Saddam Hussein. After this 

US-Led invasion, some of the children forced to be displaced to escape from Iraq’s extreme 

conditions but it was also hard for them when they have been displaced because they have 

become refugees in other countries and forced to live with extremely difficult conditions.  

     On the other hand, the health conditions of Iraqi people and especially children also have 

been reduced because of the lack of accessibility to healthy food and malnutrition. The child 

mortality rate under the age of 5 is continuing to worsen and an estimated 1.5 million children 

are suffering malnutrition. Their mental health also had been affected very badly and many of 

the Iraqi children have mental trauma due to events caused by the Iraq War. 

Iraq is an unstable country and is prone to large numbers of terrorist attacks. Children 

represent approximately 8.1% of the total number of people killed in these attacks. They are 

often the victims of explosive devices and car bombs. According to the Moroccan 

Organization of Human Rights, more than 174 children will have been killed and 773 injured 

in 2010. 
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In addition, children are equally affected by the millions of bombs and anti-personal mines 

spread over certain parts of the nation. According to the United Nations Development 

Programme, since 1991, more than one million Iraqi children have become victims of such 

activities. 

Today, many of the children are getting taken away from their homes by some terrorist groups 

such as PKK(Kurdish Workers Party) and ISIL(the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant) in 

Iraq. These terrorist groups are threatening the innocent children’s family by killing or raping 

them and the innocent families are being obligated to give away their children.  50

Israel and the State of Palestine 

Palestinian and Israeli children have been affected by the current situation of military 

occupation, conflict and blockade. In 2015, 30 Palestinian children were killed and at least 

1,735 injured, mostly in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, attributed to Israeli forces, 

one to Israeli settlers, and one to Israeli forces and settlers. A total of 13 Israeli children were 

injured by Palestinians. Limited information is available on the recruitment or use of children. 

The Izz el-Deen al-Qassam Brigades have reportedly run a military camp for 25,000 children 

and young people aged 15 to 21 in Gaza. Unfortunately, no progress has been made in 

bringing the matter to an end . 51

Myanmar  

There are reports of 217 recruitment cases, 95 of which were verified attributed to the 

government armed forces (Tatmadaw) and the Kachin independence army. However, the 

government indicated that measures had been taken against 382 soldiers, including 73 

officers, for non-compliance with recruitment procedures. The UN has documented 37 

incidents of murder and mutilation, of which 23 were verified and which resulted in the death 

of 15 children and injured 37. In addition, there have been three verified cases of sexual 
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violence against girls, aged 5 to 10 years old, by Tatmadaw soldiers . In one serious case, an 52

8-year-old girl was raped by a soldier and died after being taken to hospital. Five abductions 

were verified, three of which resulted in the disappearance of 11 children, attributed to the 

Tatmadaw, and two incidents involving three children attributed to the Kachin independence 

army. Positive measures have been taken by the government to advance the implementation of 

the joint action plan to end the recruitment and use of children and to prevent their use. In 

2015, 146 former child soldiers, including 28 still under the age of 18, were released and 

reintegrated into their families and communities. Myanmar is also a signatory to OPAC. 

Current Status  

Today, the Human Rights Watch believes there is around 250,000 to 300,000 child soldiers 

worldwide (Child Soldiers). There is no exact number because the organizations that exploit 

them are not honest about their usage, as it is condemned by the international community. 

There has been a multitude of resolutions ratified in the United Nations Security Council to 

combat this issue. Today, the Resolution 2225 is the recent law that combats the abduction 

and use of children in armed conflicts. When ratified in 2015, this reaffirmed the previous 

resolutions that had been written before it on the topic and added measures to end child 

abduction and manipulation for the benefit of any armed group. This has made countries take 

a strong stance on the subject and acknowledge the atrocities that are occurring on their own 

land. It has also encouraged organizations, such as UNICEF, to work harder to find children 

that are needed to be saved from armed conflicts. In December 2008 the United States of 

America passed a bill in Congress addressing American military and financial assistance 

being given to countries in which governments use children in battle. While this money was 

not used to directly fund the use of child soldiers, it was used to support armed conflicts that 

continued the use of them. This is known as the Child Soldiers Prevention Act of 2008 and is 

still a law that is followed when dealing with foreign countries. This law stemmed off the 

Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000, as it was authorized funding for 
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that year and lead to a more direct approach toward children in militant situations – The Child 

Soldiers Prevention Act of 2008 . Since this was signed into law, there have been numerous 53

countries in the Middle East and Northern Africa (MENA) region that were on the list, such 

as Yemen, South Sudan, Sudan, Iraq, Libya, Syria, and Afghanistan. The president is able to 

waive the practice of the law for individual countries if it is in the national interests. For 

example, Yemen was waived from the list in October 2010 because it impeded the progress 

the United States military was making with fighting al-Qaeda (Obama Waiver Allows U.S. 

Aid to 4 Countries Using Child Soldiers). Sudan was also waived because the United States 

was working alongside with the country to attempt to stabilize South Sudan (Obama Waiver 

Allows U.S. Aid to 4 Countries Using Child Soldiers). The current president has since waived 

South Sudan from the list after having been reinstated for recognizing that they had 

previously used child soldiers (Presidential Determination With Respect to the Child Soldier 

Prevention Act of 2008). 

What has been done? 

Security Council  

The UN Security Council (SC) held its first ever open debate on children and armed conflict 

in 1998 . However it was not until 1999 when the first resolution on children and armed 54

conflict placed the issue on the SC agenda. In the following years, with the adoption of 

resolutions and presidential statements, the SC has developed important tools to better protect 

children and to bring perpetrators into compliance with international standards. First, the 

establishment of the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism to gather information on the six 

grave violations against children. Then, identifying and naming parties to conflict by 
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requesting the Secretary General to list them in his annual report on children and armed 

conflict. Furthermore, committing to action plans which are designed to end and prevent 

violations against children for which parties to conflict are listed. In order to be removed from 

the list, parties to conflict must engage in dialogue with the UN to develop and fully 

implement the action plan. Also, the creation of the SC Working Group on Children and 

Armed Conflict which evaluates reports and recommends how to better protect children. And 

finally, imposing sanctions upon against perpetrators of grave violations developed over 

time .  55

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of 

children in armed conflict  

The Protocol was adopted by the General Assembly on 25 May 2000 and entered into force 

on 12 February 2002. At present, 166 countries have both signed and ratified the protocol, 13 

have signed but are yet to ratify and 18 have done neither. It is a commitment which states 

that States will not recruit children under the age of 18 to send them to the battlefield, will not 

conscript soldiers below 18 and should take all possible measures to prevent such recruitment. 

They also have the duty to demobilize anyone under 18 conscripted or used in hostilities and 

will provide physical, psychological recovery services and help their social reintegration. 

Further, armed groups distinct from the armed forces of a country should not, under any 

circumstances, recruit or use in hostilities anyone under 18 . The UN Secretary General 56

launched a campaign to support OPAC, and supporting his campaign is the Zero under 18 

campaign aimed at achieving universal ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention 

on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC). 

Non Governmental Organizations 
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UNICEF and many NGOs help set up refugee camps during armed conflict and participate in 

disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration services during post-conflict. This includes 

psychological services and reestablishing the children’s educational attainment. However, 

children who are internally displaced usually do not qualify for refugee status and thus may 

not receive NGO services. Also, many NGOs tend to focus their efforts on combatants, and 

children who did not fight would not receive the services from such NGOs . Finally, 57

UNICEF and NGOs also need to provide adoption services for children who lost their family 

as well as special reintegration services for those who were exploited or were permanently 

injured .  58

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 

The solutions to address children in armed conflict are normally summarized by the acronym 

DDR: Disarmament, Demobilization, and Re-Integration. Disarmament means removing the 

weapons from the child soldiers. Demobilization means disbanding entire armed groups so 

that the children no longer see themselves as part of the army and that other children are no 

longer threatened by these groups. Finally, re-integration is the process of transitioning these 

children back into civil society. This includes finding their families, finding housing for those 

who have been displaced or become refugees, and putting children back into schools. It also 

includes providing healthcare to counter the physical injuries, sexual abuse, and psychological 

damage that may have caused on children.  

Questions to consider: 

1. Has your country had issues with child soldiers since the turn of the century?  

2. What steps has your country taken to combat this issue?  

3. Does your country use any loopholes to allow children to join armed forces?  

4. Has your country passed all resolutions created by the Security Council in relation to 

children in armed conflicts?  
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5. Has your country committed to the SDGs? Had they committed to the MDGs?  

6. What more can your country do to help others end their use and recruitment of child 

soldiers? 


